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        Until the end of 2016 CAFÉ NAUKA was one of the main meeting points of the skate scene in Tbilisi. In the summer before it closed, we were spending some time there, chatting and joining skate sessions in the park close by. We got interested in the infrastructure of skateboarding in Georgia and started a series of interviews with different locals. They shared stories about waiting for hardware, skating in public space, and a shifting motivation behind skateboarding and living in Tbilisi.
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NIKA


I got in touch with skateboarding by watching videos on Youtube when I was ten. It was a new feeling for me. When I later saw Corey Duffel in That’s life, it changed my life.



I really wanted to be like him. I like old-school skaters. Most of them were sponsored by Foundation——like Ali Boulala, Dustin Dollin and Corey Duffel. This board here is also from Foundation, a pro-model of Dakota Servold. I ordered it on amazon.com for 54$. There’s a courier office in Tbilisi called USA2Georgia where all the stuff we buy from the internet is shipped. There the shipping costs 10$ per kilogram. It takes a minimum of two weeks and up to one month to arrive. My trucks and bearings I bought from a local Facebook page, where one guy sells hardware that he bought from Amazon or Ebay. But it’s more expensive to buy stuff from him. It’s expensive anyway to pay so much for a skateboard and every time I break my skateboard I have to think about where to get money. Sometimes my board breaks after three months, sometimes I have it for six. Now this board looks brand new because I haven’t been skating for the past month because of exams and I also had a job. I was tired everyday. 



There is a spot with many cars nearby, but I don’t skate there anymore because I don’t want to fuck up my board and then wait two weeks to get a new one. Now it’s summer and I don’t have school so I want to skate a lot, but if I break my board now I’ll loose a month of skating until I can get a new one. Of course I can borrow one, but it’s always better to skate with your own board. 



Every board I had in the last two years was from Foundation, Toy Machine and Baker. I like Andrew Reynolds. I like this punk style in skateboarding and I like the skate crew Piss Drunks. Ali Boulala is my favorite skater. That’s why I have this Piss Drunks tattoo. 



I have stickers on my board of the White Noise movement. It’s a movement in Georgia against the bad drug laws. We have a very bad system related to this and a lot of young people are suffering from it. We always went skating while drinking alcohol or smoking weed or something. You know, and we don’t skate for videos, money or sponsors. We skate for ourselves, for fun. I would like to get sponsored, but I don’t want to be skating only to get sponsored. Almost every day some badass guys come to us and ask what we’re doing or why we’re doing it. But actually I don’t care about it. Sometimes when we make dangerous tricks and break decks, people are afraid and they shout at us like “What the fuck are you doing?”, “Be careful”, and other stuff. And of course there are some security guys always telling us to leave the spots. It’s a fight. 



The Piss Drunks were also like that. In the first place they were friends having fun in the streets together. The new generation of skateboarders here are mostly not like that. They are only about making tricks and showing that they’re better than others and stuff like that. Me and my friends are skating because we like to skate together, but the younger ones are more about making a contest out of it and I don’t think it’s right. For me it’s more of a lifestyle. I’m better friends with the older skaters. They were the first ones in Georgia, the coolest guys. Everyone should be like them. And this new generation is very different. They were more about helping each other and having fun and being friends, while these new guys only skate for taking videos and comparing each other’s tricks and they’re being jealous of each other. I think because skateboarding got more popular these last few years. A lot of other people go to the skate-park now and most of the new generation skaters are trying to impress girls and sometimes they’re fighting to draw their attention. I think that’s not skateboarding.















AKAKI



I started skateboarding two years ago. My sister gave this board to me and I don’t know from where she got it. I want a new one but I don’t know which. I don’t know any brands. I mostly go skating here in the skate-park and sometimes near Rustaveli with my friends.















TOKA



I ordered this board from pennyboard.com. You can have it shipped directly to Georgia. It took about ten days to two weeks to arrive. I chose it because I like its design and it’s better for moving around in the city than a normal skateboard, which is more for doing tricks and stuff. I never skate in designated skate spots. I came here just now to teach my friend. I have had this board for a month. I started skating earlier, in 2009, and was always going to spots with the local skate scene. But I have not been skating for about five years now. I decided to buy a board again mostly for moving along Batumi Boulevard. I think it’s going to be fun.



My idols were Shaun White and Tony Hawk. Another reason why I got a Penny board is the movie Lords of Dogtown where they all have these old-school skateboards. When I watched that movie about six years ago, I really enjoyed this part when they wanted to develop their own town around surfing and skateboarding. They had no sponsors, no money, and it was not very popular. But they were trying very hard to achieve something. I really liked the process of how they did it. I saw similarities to Georgia. The old generation skateboarders of our town always had to fight for the skate spots or their style of clothing. Back then not many people were wearing skinny jeans and skate shoes. People were looking at us like weirdos or urban freaks and asking some aggressive questions. The older generation of skaters had to go through all this. They were still skateboarding and did not give a fuck about the mentality of this country. I think they achieved some­thing because today it’s more popular and nobody is looking at skaters like aliens anymore. This is the result of what skaters did like ten years ago.



The main difference between that generation of skateboarders is that we were like a team and were happy about each other’s new tricks or decks and we were pushing forward together. Now there is not like a single team of them and I can’t see the same spirit that we had back then. I think it’s because now they don’t have to face the same, shared problems the old generation did. You don’t have to try hard to be a skater here nowadays. It’s a casual thing. Now there is even a shop of DC and it’s easier to get boards. But if you want to choose trucks and other parts on your own you still have to order them and wait. But I think this situation is already normal and everyone is used to it. It’s not only about skateboards. Everybody knows that you can’t get everything in Georgia.








 




ELENE



I don’t really skate, but I’ve heard a lot of things about skateboarding and I also agree with Toka about the generational thing. Now everything seems to have become so mainstream——from skateboarding to clubbing, everyone wants to do it and there is no longer that spirit which was there a few years ago. I still think it is a good change though. People finally realized it’s something normal, and this is the result of the older generation of skateboarders facing and dealing with these problems.



I think the internet and social networks have also had a good influence on it. Everyone is able to see a lot of posts and videos of skateboarding. Everyone has more information. That’s also one of the things that has made skating popular and normal.















GIORGI



I started skating when I was eleven or twelve, so around eight years ago. I started in my neighborhood on Nutsubidze Plateau with just one other guy. I bought my first board near Station Square, it was a bad board. I don’t remember how many boards I have had up to now. A lot. But actually less than I should have had for all these years of skating. I change my boards once every four or five months, sometimes in two months. This one I bought in Paris a month ago. Some years I did not even have a board at all.



I skate mostly in the streets. I also like the skate park but it could be better and would also be better if there were more.



The best spot in Tbilisi was always around the Radisson hotel, but they renovated the hotel and built a park there. Back then there was a monument and it was perfect for skating. We called it the King Spot. Every time I went there, there were people skating. Now, there is no King Spot in Tbilisi anymore.



Some of the spots or tricks fuck up your board, but every skater still loves to do them. It’s just a board after all, it’s going to break. But at some point we have to limit our tricks to not break our boards too often. Most of us have no extra money and patience to wait until the order arrives in Tbilisi. Of course sometimes we cannot skate a spot because we get into an argument with security guys or just regular people.



It actually happened to me a few days ago with a taxi driver. I was skating in my neighborhood near the bus stop and a taxi driver stopped with his BMW and asked if I couldn’t find a better time to skate. He was just being aggressive. I mean, I didn’t interrupt his driving or anything. Finally he stepped out of the car and pushed me hard while a passenger was waiting for him in the backseat. A blonde girl. So we got into a fight——he had a baseball bat and I was protecting myself with my board. Then I stood on my board and got the fuck out of there. Then I heard shouting and swearing and I saw my father was fighting with him. I returned back to them and then people came and the situation calmed down. Before everything cleared up, that driver realized he had to fuck off already.



The architecture of our town actually gives us the possibility to skate, but the streets are filled with cars and there are parking lots literally everywhere. And people still didn't get used to us skating. Sometimes they are scared or they are sort of worried we might get hurt. But mostly I see angry faces. This situation was worse when I was younger. Now it’s better. I think they got more used to see twenty to twenty-five year olds skating. I am from the second generation of skaters in Tbilisi. When I started we were just kids, and one of the first ones. It was strange for the city. People had only seen little kids skating. Now they at least got used to what a skateboard is and they don’t think it’s a game anymore.



Those boys and girls, who were the first ones starting to skate here, they had to do it at a time when there was nothing available in Tbilisi. They didn’t have skate shoes in the beginning and they were getting boards from anyone who was going to Europe or anywhere else. They were asking them to bring boards to Georgia. I think they went through the hard­est times in terms of skateboarding, but they were skating very well at the same time. Some of them still go skating sometimes now.



Still, the conditions for buying boards or making videos are bad. The skaters today still can’t really move forward, because while skateboarding has already developed throughout the world, here there is not even a single shop or any brand that sponsors you. The new generation of skaters can’t really develop. A lot of people gradually stop skating when they turn eighteen or nineteen. They will maybe continue as we do, but they won’t have the motivation to do it more seriously. 



I know some skaters from other countries and I think there isn’t a big difference between us. I don’t think there is a gap between any skaters of any country. Maybe we had to go through more in order to skate than others who live in countries where it’s more common. But it makes no sense to me that there would be a big difference. They just have better conditions and that’s it.



I took part in the documentary When the Earth Seems to Be Light, and I think it gives a pretty good idea how messed up our country was in in terms of the power of church and politics. At the same time we were going skating, having parties, etc. So there are two different things going on in this town. I really like that movie, but I think it came out a bit late.



I think skateboarding goes hand in hand with life­style or fashion. I think that’s very nice. But I hate when some magazines and fashion designers come here to do a photo-shoot of our skaters in their clothing. They usually make an article with some super cool pictures and let people see Tbilisi in a way that isn’t the existing reality. When people come here from New York and take pictures of Georgian skaters in a really cool way, it is strange, because imagine that guy ordered his board from the money he got after months of working at a café and no one gives a shit about him in this country. It’s strange when a magazine publishes their photos as if it’s all good and cool. Some guys once bought me a board for a commercial, and I broke it in three days. I would have gone crazy if I had bought that board on my own.



But in general I like skateboarding fashion, and it’s a big part of it and I think it’s nice to express yourself in that way.



I also enjoy going to raves on the weekends. It’s great that there are these big techno clubs like Bassiani and Khidi, but I think it’s also a little strange to have two clubs of that caliber in this little town. Suddenly, techno became so popular in Tbilisi and there appeared two big, dark techno clubs while there was nothing before. I mean, it’s cool, but we could have had one club like that and also some little underground clubs, because everyone is writing about Bassiani and Khidi and the techno scene in Tbilisi. There are tons of articles in foreign magazines and they make it appear like Tbilisi is the heart of techno underground rave parties. We really have good parties and great artists are coming to these clubs, but not everything is that good. There are not enough drugs for a club like this. I mean sometimes foreigners come and they want to buy drugs at a rave and they are not able to. That’s what I mean——it’s the same with almost everything here. There are these great clubs but no drugs, and there are these cool photo-shoots of skaters but no skate shops. It’s really strange. I think that everyone should make their own photos or movies or whatever——it’s closer to reality. That’s why I like When Earth Seems To Be Light. There you can see how it was at that time.
















SABA



People call me Betsvis Khidi. It’s like a bridge made of ropes, it’s a Georgian saying. They call me like that because I risk a lot.

 

I wasn’t interested in skateboarding until I found out that the girl I liked was into skateboarders. I started to get her attention. Then I got more interested in skateboarding and forgot about the girl.



I got my first board at Dinamo——it’s like Walmart. It was disgusting because it always drifted to one side. The first normal skateboard I got was from Canadian maple. Everyone who starts skateboarding in Georgia buys this board. We don’t have a big choice.



This one is a board from Girl. It’s my fifth board. I choose it because of the image but also because it was on sale. I got it online from the Skate Warehouse. It took around two and a half weeks to arrive. It was 39$ plus 10$ for shipping. It’s always 10$ shipping per board, even though we order in a group. That makes it around 150 GEL in total. Two years ago it was 110 GEL. 



I have used this board for almost three month, but it already has a crack because I jumped off a big gap. So it will break soon. It sucks——waiting for a board from the warehouse. I don’t have a new one yet, so I will have to wait. You know, I get money, than I buy a new board, then I get money, and buy a new board…



With trucks it’s really bad. I have had these ones for over one year and they are too hard. I got them second hand. I’m always losing bolts, and on this board I haven’t put new ones on. Its gonna break soon anyway… 



We don’t have many spots here, but I like every spot we have. Mostly I love Marjanishvili, it’s a public park. There are good stairs, a hubba ledge, and gaps. When I skate gaps it fucks up my board. For example, when I do a kick-flip my board lands like this and I got a chip. But when I’m outside and people look at me I want to do hard tricks, so I don’t care so much for the board. There is one spot close to here, a handrail, that I grind on. I really wanted to do this trick. So when my board was falling from the rail and I kept fucking up, I keep on trying it. There is a spot at a VTB bank where sometimes the guards or the police kick us out and say “Don’t skate here, my bosses are angry about it”. But that’s all. Sometimes they don’t. It depends on the security.



I don’t really watch skate videos and stuff. I can’t stand it. But I check what my friends post on Insta­gram. There is not really anyone who is the best all around, but someone is good at gaps, someone is good at ramps, and someone is good on the flats.



I also know some of the older skaters and heard stories about most of them. I think skateboarding started in Georgia around 1997. And the guys that were the first ones, they are still skating here. One of the first was this guy called Random. It’s his nick­name, I don’t know why. Now they mainly go to spots but I am more in the skate park, because when I have time to skate other skaters are not out at that time. I’m too lazy to go to a spot alone so the park is easier. The older generation used to skate a lot together. We are more divided. But there is a lot of exchange online. For example there is a Facebook page called boardriding.com. They are trying to collect all skate spots, shops, and events worldwide on one website. I also posted two spots, one at the VTB bank and a new spot we can go to now.
















YIYVI



I started skateboarding 5 months ago. I just liked it. I don’t have any idols. 



SABA “He doesn’t even know any skateboarders.”



I know some of the older skaters from here: Misho, Patarkaca and Random. Oh, I also know Corey Duffel. He was here once on a contest and I met him. Andrew Reynolds was also here and I saw him too.


This is my first board. It’s from Baker. This deck had been used by three guys before I got it. I exchanged an Ipad for it and I started skating. But it was an old, stupid Ipad. I colored the griptape blue because it was too dirty.
















LUKA



I started skateboarding in 2010. I was just roller-skating in the park and I met some skaters. That’s how it all started. Then I ordered my boards from a skateboard website or sometimes from Geo Home skateshop, a Facebook page.



I haven’t skated for almost a year because I don’t have that much time anymore, but also because there is no progress or growth of this sport in Georgia. Your effort is not being appreciated and that’s why most of the skaters stop doing it.



I think skaters from other countries are better at skating because they have better conditions and motivation. I was skating because of the support of my friends. When there were many of us we wanted to teach each other new tricks and to try to be better. But when you grow up you start to care less. That’s the difference between us.



But sometimes it’s still fun and I always wear skate shoes from Adidas, Nike or Vans. I think they are more comfortable and durable and nicer in general. I love Thrasher magazine and Transworld. But Thrasher seems to have become so popular and hyped now. But it’s good. It’s cool. Also, Rihanna and Justin Bieber wear Thrasher clothes, even though they don’t have anything to do with skating.



Now skateboarding is even about to become an Olympic sport. I think it’s good, because there will be more opportunities for skaters, but for me it’s more of a lifestyle than a sport.



What I noticed about the generation today is that they are all about being better than the other. I think this competition at the moment is good, but earlier we used to be different with each other.



GIORGI “You are talking bullshit. This ‘We should be a team’ blah blah blah. I hate people talking like that…”



LUKA “No. I mean we used to make parties, do you remember? Wasn’t that cool? Now they are only about skating and competing.”



GIORGI “There was this club called Laboratorium. Every September or October we made a presentation for all our friends of our skate videos we made over the summer. Once we showed a video of us skating, shot by us, edited by us, and the music was also by our friends. After that our friends played music and we had fun.”



LUKA “But not only that one. We used to do parties on our own. Maybe someone is still doing it. I don’t know.”



GIORGI “There is no reason to do them anymore. Now you’re going to the club.”



LUKA “Yes but I’m talking about the new generation.”



GIORGI “That’s what I’m saying. This new generation has no idea what else they have to do other than skating. You have to be a bit more aware of skateboarding as a lifestyle, which they are not. For this reason, Mishka and I are trying to organize some things for them. We did skate contests for them and we are planning to do them again. The winner got a board from Mishka and the little kids were very happy to just have a contest.”
















GEORGE



I bought this longboard from the US one year ago. I use it only for cruising around or to skate here a little bit in the skate park. Before this I had four regular skateboards, but I think now I will ride only this. I used to ride Element skateboards because they are strong and don’t break frequently.


I started skateboarding three or four years ago. I saw some kids skating in the streets and I liked it. I only knew about one skater, the guy called Random. I think he was one of the first skaters in Georgia. I think it started about eleven years ago. Now I work in Café Nauka, where I make sandwiches and cook other food. 









 




MISHKA



I don’t skate anymore. I only move around with my Penny board in town. But I’ll come back to skating for sure. I first started it when I was twelve, around thirteen years ago. It was just for fun——I didn’t even have a normal board. Soon it became something more than a hobby and I started developing. I started learning tricks and got to know other guys who were skating. We used to skate around the Radisson hotel, Vake park and other places. We were learning and pushing forward together. This continued until 2010. Then I stopped skating because I didn’t have a board anymore, also because of other reasons.



Back then there was not a single place in Georgia where you could buy a board and hardware. Online shipping also didn’t exist. We had to give money to people who were going abroad for different reasons and ask them to bring or send boards here. It was my dream to get into a skate shop some­where. That’s how I started my own online skate shop Geo Home skateshop in 2012. I have all sorts of products at home and I meet the customers in person selling them the stuff. I also have a transportation service that can bring products to customers outside of Tbilisi. At first I was selling decks, wheels, and a few other parts. I was just ordering it from online shops. After about a year I started ordering products officially from the US skateboarding distribution companies. Today we offer a wide variety of brands, but we are still developing and are planning to have more brands and products soon. I also hope we will be able to move soon from a Facebook page to an actual shop.



We always had a focus on pro skateboards but now we also started selling Penny boards and longboards. I also have bags and caps because it’s easier to sell them. I mean, in terms of sizes etc. It’s easier to buy a bag online than shoes. When we move to a real shop, I’m definitely going to have other clothing too. There are a lot of accessories that I would like to sell, but I will wait until we have a shop. That’s the only reason.



Nowadays we have many more customers than several years ago. Some are from the first generation of skaters in Georgia and others are from the new generation. I notice that the new skaters are developing faster than we were back in the days. Also there are a lot more of them and they even have a skate park. I know the park is not what it’s supposed to be like, but the conditions are better now than they were before.



 









COMMENT



Since the beginning of the 21st century skateboarding is developing from a subcultural activity to a popular sport. Mainstream brands like Nike, Adidas and Red Bull became more and more interested in skating and invested by releasing skate-products or by sponsoring skaters, contests, and movies. In 2014 Nike collaborated with the city of Los Angeles to reopen the famous skate spot Santa Monica Courthouse in Rucker Park (LA)——which was prohibited for skating since the early 2000s.


 
In 2020, skateboarding will take part as a discipline at the Olympic Games in Tokyo. The authors of a petition in Berlin note that ...
 The competitive character of skateboarding as a sport is growing.




The movie We are Blood from 2015 is another good example of the involvement of brands and cities to create image campaigns based on a new global skateboard culture. The company X Dubai, one of the production partners of the movie, writes ... 





Also released in 2015, the documentary When the Earth Seems to Be Light by Salome Machaidze, Tamuna Karumidze and David Meskhi shows a different side of skateboarding. The movie tells the story of Tbilisi’s small skate-scene during the riots in 2013. It represents skateboarding in Georgia as a form of resistance, of escaping the city’s rough reality, but also as great fun and community. Following the success of the movie the skate scene got the attention of fashion and lifestyle magazines around the world.

 


Vogue reported in June of 2016, that ... 

... featuring one of the movie’s actors. The communities autonomy, their edgy lifestyle, and their rejection through society seems to remind the magazines of American and European skate culture of the 80s and 90s. According to Calvet Journal, skating culture in Gerogia is ...




This nostalgic perspective doesn’t consider the financial situation of the Georgian skate scene. Georgian skaters are constrained to order their boards from American or European online shops. With the average monthly income in Georgia 970 GEL (ca. 366€) ...

 ... and a simple skateboard ordered through the online shop Skate Warehouse priced with $100 (ca. 94€) ...
 ... Skateboarding becomes an expensive activity. Yet this crucial relation isn’t visible in the lifestyle photography representing Georgia’s skate scene today.
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